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=, 


“Are there little 
pink aliens with 
bulging black 
eyes out there?” 


“How about we just: 
bend those silly | 
old rules... ?” 


“When | was but 

ten years old, my 
father, Jarad, built 
an Astrolathe of * 
glass and wood.” Ff | 
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LSZAIAV EAN 
lass rics many things can happen te one manina 


lifetimet Fer Tristan Caine the question is mean- 
ingless, fer his path ef time fellows ne linear course 
and his yesterdays are tomerrews experienced 
through a kaleidescepe of paradex. 

Tormented by his own contradictions, Tristan 
Caine talks openly te a psychiatrist whem he is slowly 
beginning te distrust. 

Is his tale of nuclear war, with its resultant 
micrecesm of casualties huddled in a demolished New 
York City subway station, the stuff of a deranged 
man on the edget Qr was he really there some thirty 
er mere years inte the dark future -- running with 
a band of thieves pillaging futuristic gadgetry 
from a wild, half-simian murderer named Willy? 

How unlikely is the existence of an oversized toy 
metercycle sperting the colerful loge “Time Bike"? 

According te Caine it is all true, every word of 
it. Se tee is Caine’s growing fear for his friend Dava, 
whe disappeared inte the shadows of the bunker- 
like subway station shortly after Tristan saved his 
life with the aid of that very Time Bike. aX 


| ee =, 
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Resisting the abstract and clinging enly te what 
he can see and hear, Tristan begins te unravel as 
all certainty seems to dissipate from him. Is he 
hallucinating, er recalling alien encounters, when his 
decter appears te be aninsectT Or... 
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IT WASN'T AV/SION 
i OF THE FUTURE, DOCTOR 
“of ~ --T_ LIVED THE FUTURE 


Hh 
BECAUSE OF THIS | OR THIRTY SECONDS-~ 
YOU HELPED SAVE YOUR eee 
FRIEND'S LIFE. oe 
= | as TANT 
: EVEN ER AN’ 
_——— } | 
- 4 ( 
rm 


ez 


OF COURSE, YES, 
A\_ 


WHY DON'T YOU S/7? 


ANYTHING FURTHER 


WHAT WAS YOUR 
FRIEND'S NAME 
iN > J 


OQAVA-- DEE- 
AY-VEE-AY. 


hE DAVA WAS DELIBERATELY 
THAT IN MY_ RED 


is 
) } 
. q I STUCK OUT THEN IT OCCURRED TO ME THA 
Hina tO8 A Few | LIKE @ BEACON 
DAYS Ay H, AVOIDING ME -- 
JACKET -- g . [ 


$0 I LOOKED 
AROUND THE 
STATION FOR 
HIM. 


EVERYBODY KINDA 
LOOKED THE SAMI 
I REALIZED. 


cv 
IF HE COULD SEE ME COMING, 
HE COULD DUCK Aw, 


fe ey 


iy HELOKED AWELL 

| KI . 

als 

IN THE OLD COFFEE f 
SHOP ON THE ue 


MAIN CONCOURS! 


4 . Oi / ~ Gl. Gly, 

4 y a AN 9 NE Sa +p SK uimme ae. 
We, ‘agat 

2 ap re Z| ROACH SOUP, MOSTLY. f F 

oe: ae ; 


"Ah: I a 
LA—/ JESUS CHRIST, DAVA 
--WHAT HAPPENED 
TO you? 


cto 
F B/ WHAT HAPPENE! 


EBM 70 your Face 27 


| Te , aS 
‘ E L,., LEMMELONE 
| Pi x . we) TCH TCH TRIST-- 
I GUESSED THE APE . . = 
MAN HAD CAUGHT Li 


WITH Hi HE WAS if IN OKA, Al 
Id IN REALLY BAD SHAPE, > a OKA-- 


HE TOOK A DEEP one 
CONCENTRATIN 
iS STUTTERING 


WiLly o10. xt te) 
ect DION'T Y DAVA HALF SMILED 


AROUND HIS MOUTH 


THAT SON oF ag CRACKED OPEN AGAIN " 


18,18 WILLY HAB 
BEAD ME LP... 


HE NODDED TO HIM: f 
SELF, ACKNOWEDGING : BUT ,..IF_ NOT 
HIS POINT. “ails WILLY-- THEN WHO? 
WHO THE HELL BEAT 
YOU LIKE THIS ?/ 


Sy 
HE FELL SILENT, LOOKING DOWN THEN UP, HE peee Ss 
PeeEey AND FRESH BLOOD RAN FROM HIS MOUTH... 

cr aa 


FORTY YEARS FROM NOW 
TOBACCO IS NO LONGER A 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE. 
OU'VE ASKED 
ME THAT BEFORE, 
MISTER CAINE--THE THEN THE 
ANSWER REMAINS FUTURE MUST BE 
THE SAME... WORSE THAN YOU'VE 
YET IMPLIED. 


BUT I'LL SHOW 
YOU SOMETHING THAT 
IS HLLEGAL. 


I 00 NOT ALLOW 
ULEGAL ORUG USE § y THIS IS 
IN MY OFFICE. _ Aa 4 NOT REALITY 


IT DOESN'T GENERATE 
POWER, IT'S A TRANSFORMER 
OF NUCLEAR ENERGY. 


WHAT /S THIS, 
MISTER CAINE? 


IT USES ONE SPECIFIC 
ELEMENT TO RUN ON 
A ONE-TIME BASIS. 


Z PUT THE 
CLASP ON IT, 


j IT'S QUITE 
fm | TINY TO BE SO 
i " POWERFUL. 


_ BEFORE THE FEDS 
IT'S ACOMMERCIALLY HIJACKED (TS PATENT IN 
MADE TCC CHIP. USED IN THE EIGHTIES IT WAS 
TIME BIKES AND A 4/LiN- THE CORE OF EVERY 7/ME- 
OREO OTHER GADGETS. FOLD DEVICE MADE. 


DAVA DID HIS BEST TO EXPLAIN HOW 

(T WAS THAT HIS OWN CONFEDERATES, THE 
BAND OF THIEVES, HAD BEATEN HIM 
WITH MAKESHIFT CLUBS BEHIND THE 


OLO TRAIN ON THE LOWER LEVEL..,, 
| LF LN 
se) Cos S 


THEY LEFT HIM TO DIE, 


AND WHAT IS 
THAT, NISTER 


FOR EVEN MORE REASONS 
THAN BEFORE; I HAD GREAT. 
DIFFICULTY GATHERING ALL THAT 
STRAINING HARD TO BE HE WAS TRYING TO TELL ME... 
UNDERSTOOD, DAVA. 


STUMBLED THROUGH 
WHAT HE CALLED HIS 
‘LITTLE STORY’... 


Sg THE TCC CHIP, THE WAR--A 
GLOBAL DOGFIGHT FOR THE 
SEIZURE AND CONTROL OF ALL 
PURE TWENTY-FOLIR KARAT 
GOLD--BE IT A GOVERNMENT'S 
BULLION OR A HOUSEWIFE'S 
WEDDING BAND -- 
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MUCH OF THIS WAS LOST ON ME BECAUSE, 
UNDERSTANDABLY I GUESS, DAVA WAS ASSLIMING 
THAT I KNEW THE REASONS FOR THE WAR AS MUCH 
AS _HE DID, WHAT I KNOW NOW IS FROM PIECING 
INFORMATION TOGETHER AFTER THE FACT... 


AT ANY RATE, SPEAKING FROM OUR 

CURRENT PERSPECTIVE, DOCTOR, ABOUT 

FOURTEEN VEARS FROM NOW A DIGITAL \ 

GAMING COMPANY WILL INTRODUCE A 

PHENOMENAL NEW SCIENCE FOR A i THIS IS 

VIRTUAL REALITY PROGRAM, \ WHERE THE 
4 TEC CHIP 


ORIGINATED. 


THE FIRST PRODUCT WITH THIS TECHNOLOGY IS RELEASED IN 2081, IT'S 
CALLED THE INTERACTIVE ENCYCLOPAEDIC HISTORY OF TIME. 

IT'S GOING TO BE A MAJOR HIT ALL OVER THE PLANET, YOLI'RE GONNA 
LOVE IT. YOU'LL BE ABLE TO ROAM THROUGH THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD 
AS A BYSTANDER OR A PARTICIPATOR. 

THE PUSH OF A BUTTON PUTS YOU THIRD ROW AT A PAGANINI CONCERT 
250 YEARS AGO--YOU'LL BE ABLE TO WITNESS THE SIGNING OF THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE OR SHARE THE FIRST WALK ON THE MOON 
WITH NEIL ARMSTRONG AND BUZZ ALDRIN, 


MINOR GLITCHES IN THE 
EARLY PROGRAMS EVEN 
ALLOWED FOR BOTH, 


YOU CAN ACTUALLY CHANGE HISTORY WITH THE INTERACTIVE CHIPS 
AND, DESPITE THE EXTRA COST OF THESE PROGRAMS LIKE ‘SAVE JACK’ 
AND ‘ASSASSINATE ADOLF,’ THEY ARE ENORMOUSLY POPLILAR ACROSS 
THE SOCIAL SPECTRUM-- 


prey] 
THUS FROM THE 
iy MUNDANE 


ee] ) 


DLUDE-- BLOW OFF CUAL TE TRAVEL 
TH! PARADE, NMAN-- A plaze rhe : ONAL. 
SRE (PY AY Ted 


THE MOST POPULAR PROGRAM OF ALL, THOLIGH, IS 
‘WINSTON O’BOOGIE,’ A NIHILISTIC CULT WILL SPRING UP 
AROUND LATE 2082 --THEIR OBJECT IS TO THROW 
THEMSELVES IN FRONT OF A DERANGED ASSASSIN’S 


THIS PROGRAM GETS noon eaeee? 
ACROSS THE GLOBE AND SPARKS 
A REVIVAL OF THE RECORDINGS 


BULLETS TO SAVE THE LIFE OF A CULTURAL GOD FROM 
8 THE MID-20TH CENTURY... 


OF A MUSICAL ENSEMBLE... 


EVENTUALLY IT BECOMES AN OBSESSIVE PASTIME 
FOR THE IDLE RICH, AND LINPROGRAMMED 
EXPERIMENTS IN VIRTUAL TIME BEGIN TO BREAK 
DOWN THE CONSTITUENTS OF THE EQUIPMENT-— 

CAN T GET YOU! 


SOME BLOKE WAS _ 
RE YOu TOWN 
ouy LENNON ?, 
SUIT COMES. OUT, ease 


NOWHERE on MY WIFI 
GETS SHOT! \= 


WITH EACH CHANGE IN 
VIRTUAL HISTORY, NO 
MATTER IF IT’S THE SAME 

§ ACTION OVER AND OVER 

AGAIN, THE ORIGINAL 
PROGRAM IS REWRITTEN 
TO ACCOMMODATE NEW 
SCENES -- 


THE GIGABYTE COUNT 

ls aia 
HE MANUFAy t 

END,AND THE ALREADY & 

EXPENSIVE TCC CHIP 

SKYROCKETS IN PRICE -- 


UNEXPECTED RIFTS OCCUR IN THE 
INTEGRITY OF THE REAL AND THE 
VIRTUALLY SO 


IN MARCH 2083, A FELLOW 
NAMED BR/ON WAKA WILL 
CHANCE UPON THE IDEA 

TO USE THE EQUIPMENT 


T'LL SPARE YOU THE DETAILS BUT 
THE UPSHOT IS HIS IDEA WORKED 
REALLY WELL--BUT FOR THE 


STUCK REPEAT MODE 
TO. .ENHANCE HIS OWN 
IMMEDIATE, PERSONAL WITH A D1G/-V/D 
HISTORY... MATRIX HE FED AVIDEO 
THROUGH THE TCC OF HIMSELF 
PERFORMING...A REGRETFULLY 
OBSCENE ACT -- 


ST/LL GETA 


ON MARCH SO, HE'LL BE 
FOUND VERY DEAD BY THE 
POLICE AFTER NEARLY AWEEK ae 
OF PRACTICALLY NEVER-ENDING FF 
AUTOEROTICISM, RELIVEO 
EVERY THIRTY SECONDS. 


TWO MAJOR CONSEQUENCES . a ; 
COME OF THIS DARKLY e CHIP DEATH 

SCANDAL... = LAUNCHES 
GOVT. PROBE 


<<, an | 


fated me. 
THE COMPANY THAT CREATED . A, 
THE CHIP REALIZE ITS ACTUAL i ‘" 1 p AND THE GOVERNMENT STARTS 
4 TIME-BENDING POTENTIAL BY © A MATOR INVESTIGATION 
#] THE LUDICROUS DEATH OF AN INTO THE NATURE OF TCC 
AVID CUSTOMER.., + TECHNOLOGY, 
CPCS Te, & je 


AS PROOF OF CULPABILITY WOULD 
iE BASED ON GOVERNMENT 
INVESTIGATION THAT WOULD 
TAKE THREE YEARS TO COM 
PLETE, THE COMPANY, NOW 
RENAMED TIME CYCLE Z 
INCORPORATED, PRODUCED 
SCORES OF AMAZING NEW 
PRODUCTS THAT THE PUBLIC 
WILL FIND IRRESISTIBLE -- 


GOLD AS A CONDUCTOR, THE TINY TCC CHIP 
COULD ACTUALLY BEND THE LINEAR CouRsE 
OF TIME FOR THIRTY SECONDS BEFORE 

THE GOLD DISINTEGRATED, 


TIME- FOLDING THEY 
CALLED IT AND THE 
EFFECT WAS WILDLY 


FOR ADULTS. 
THE PROFILE 
WAS LARGELY 
FOR SEXUAL DE- 
VICES -- WITH ONE 
CHIP YOU COLILD EN- 
TOY TWO VERSIONS OF THE 
SAME LOVER--ONE LIVING 
AT THE MOMENT, THE OTHER 


| FROM THE IMMEDIATE PAST OR 
THE TIME BIKE WAS JUST ONE OF p FUTURE, WITH ANOTHER CHIP 


MANY TOYS FOR KIDS--THERE'S A v YOU COULD DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN’ 
TIME CAR, TIME PLAN! BECAUSE TECHNICALLY IT'S THE SAME 
MAN OR WOMAN, THE MENAGE A TROIS 
BECOMES A STANDARD LOVE TECHNIQUE 
IN OUR NEAR FUTURE, DOCTOR, 


ALTHOUGH, COME TO THINK WILL YOU PLEASE RES/ST 
OF IT, IF THE IDEA OF SMOKING YOUR PENCHANT FOR 
CIGARETTES CONSTITUTES Ie fa ULGARITY DURING 
A MORAL DECLINE TO YOU, . OUR SESSIONS. 
I GUESS KINKY SEX /s {ES 


ANYWAY... THE FFECT LASTED 
EFFECT ON THE MIND. WAY AFTER THE 
a) OF TWISTING SPACE ORIGINAL TRIP -- 
ANO TIME WAS 
LIKE GETTING 


OF CHOICE FOR THE MONIED 
ELITISTS, IT NOW HAO A 
STREET VALUE, TO 


al = 


THEIR PATENTS AMID CIVIL SLITS, CLASS ACTION 
SUITS AND GENERAL PLIBLIC OUTRAGE. r 


HOWEVER, THE GOVERNMENT'S 
CONCERN FOR ITS CITIZENRY 
WAS SOON REVEALED AS THE 
DEVIOUS PLOT THAT IT WAS -— 


THEN, WHILE THE WHITE 
HOUSE ITSELF IS UNDER 
INVESTIGATION FOR RACK- 
ETEERING, CAPITOL HILL 
ISSUES A BOMBSHELL 
MANIFESTO... 


/\T CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE GOVERN- 
MENT RETRIEVAL OF ALL PRIVATE 


THEY'RE OFFERING THIRTY 
CENTS AN OUNCE ABOVE 


HOLDINGS OF TWENTY-TWO 


THE M. 
AND 29Y-KARAT GOLDS 


SOME HAPLESS GOVERNMENT 
SPOKESPERSON GOES ON NATIONAL 
TV AND CLAIMS THE U.S, ECONOMY 

IS TOO SHAKY TO ALLOW FOR 
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF GOLD! 


$0 YOU'LL 
HAFTA HAND 
IN THOSE GOLD 

EARRINGS -- 


ARKET RATE, 


Y THIS'S GONNA 
HAPPEN DURING YouR 
LIFETIME, DOCTOR-- 


AND THI 


FINANCIAL ANALYSTS SAW 
THROUGH THIS HOKUM 
STRAIGHT AWAY...BUT 

WITH SO MUCH PRESSURE 
FROM ABOVE IT TOOK 

WEEKS FOR THE FACTS 
70 COME OLUT-- 


BY THAT TIME 


A LOT OF PEOPLE 
HAD FELT OBLIGED 
TO CASH IN 
THEIR GOLD -- 


PRESIDENT HATCHER AND HIS ENTIRE CABINET 
IE DEMOCRAT _YOLI CUR: 


A COUPLE OF NEWS MAGA- 
ZINES THEN DARED TO MAKE 


THE GOVERNMENT'S FORCED 
TAKE-OVER OF TC/, 


THE TiMES, 
MIMICKING HATCHER’S 
CONTROVERSIAL LOCL- 
TION, PUBLISHED 
THE HEADLINE-- 


“NR. PRESIDENT, 
{WHO THE @x#/ 00 
(YOU THINK YOU'RE 
\ K/ODING ?” 


CALI- ORMAND’S FIRST EXECUTIVE COMMAND IS 


NT, 


THE ABANDONMENT OF TCC TECHNOLOGY 
BUILD-UP AND THE CRIMINALIZATION OF 


ALL REAL AND VIRTUAL T.T. 


THAT WAS ONE HUGE MISTAKE / 


DS 2 GENERAL HARCORD WAS THE BASTARD 
BASSED SEE PuBe ic WERE WHO INITIATED THE Tcl COUP AND, LINDER 
Rey rrr CREATION Ar (AWBENCE UNERAMORES 
REN Oa WEAPONS RESEARCH LABS--— 


/ BNO ONE OFFICIAL 
VOICE WihS LOLIDER 
THAN ALL OTHERS -- 


HIS ARGUMENT WAS THAT TO ABANDON 
TCC TECHNOLOGY MIGHT ALLOW OTHER 
NATIONS TO DEVELOP IT THEMSELVES -— 
PUTTING THE U.S. AT AGROSS STRATEGIC 
DISADVANTAGE, 


oe 
(SNe: 
‘igzgl is 


yl x HE WAS ASSASS/NATED 

HARCORD, BEING A MILITARY ' IN A MASSIVE STRIKE ON 
MAN, SAW NOTHING UNTO- HIS LIVERMORE BASE IN 
WARD IN SPILLING BLOOD JANUARY OF 2089. 
FOR A CAUSE -- 


ZO] 
IN AN EFFORT TO PROTECT 
THE SC TCC DATA-BASE 
HARCORD ENCRYPTED THE 
ENTIRE PROGRAM AND EETEED 
/T TO HIS MIDWEST CENTRAL 

COMPUTER SYSTEM SECONDS 
BEFORE THE MISSILES 
OECIMATED THE LABS, 


BUT THE BIT-STREAM WAS 
INTERCEPTED BY HOSTILES 
AND EASILY DECODED. 


PA hr ae 
¢ L, = 6 
* [EVEN IF THE BLOOD 

FROM BOTH SIDES WAS 

OUR VERY OWN: j i 


SO IN A DELIC/OUS BIT OF % 
IRONY, HARCORD'S FEARS COME SS 
TRUE AND OUR ENEMIES GET AS A PSYCHIATRIST, 
THE SUPER TCC FROM THE YOU PROBABLY KNOW THE 
GENERAL HIMSELF! TERM SELF-FULFILLING 
PROPHECY, RIGHT? 


2 2 VR 


» THE SWEL- OUR AUTOMATIC MISSILE 
PEEING SUMMER OF 2 SYSTEMS RIPPED A NEW ASS 


TERING SUMMER OF 2090 WAS THE 
BEGINNING OF THE END.., OUT OF CHINA--AbS THE 
PANICKED SOVIETS DECIMATED 
HUSSEINLAND ~~ 


NOs STATUS 
H CHINA, THE NEW 

REPUBLIC OF SOVIET STATES 
ANDO HUSSEINLAND WENT BRITAIN ANO FRANCE, 

INTO MELTOOWN AS EACH RETALIATING FOR THE 

CLAIMED TO POSSESS ATTACK ON THE STATES, 
TT CAPABILITY -- BOMB NEW MOTHER RUSSIA 

8Y MISTAKE! 


STOLEN FROM THE 
&.S., OF COURSE / 


/ BUT THEIR CAPACITY V 
TO EXPERIMENT AND 
THE REST, 
AS THEY SAY, 
1S HISTORY. 
I \\ 


OUR NATIONAL DEFENSES WERE 
SCATTERED AND WEAKENED BY THE 
TEN-MONTH C/V/L WAR AND CHINA 
THOUGHT THEY COLILD TAKE AN ADVAN- 
TAGEOUS STRIKE AT WASHINGTON-- 


CAN I PRESUME, MR. CAINE, THAT CHRIST! TN ANDO YOURE WORRIED ABOUT 
ALL THIS STURM LIND DRANG ‘AM I BORING DESCRIBING THE YOUR PISSANT SCHEOLILE! 


2. DESTRUCTION. 
YOu, DOCTOR ?/ PESTON. 
GOODAMNEO 
WORLD HERE! 
YES, BUT... 
ae 
I WOULON'T 6 
WANNA SEND YOU TO 
SLEEP, Y'KNOW, 
) 
ay : mal 
Go TE Bear open 
BEFORE OUR T/ME * GENT INS 
RUNS OUT. ‘ ; { Screw your 
- if OTHER PATIENT! 


THAT IS OUTRAGEOUS! 


I EXPECT AN APOLOGY Er, NO, LOOK, I JUST GET 
FOR THAT / ABIT UPSET TALKING CAN'T WE 
ABOUT THIS STUFF. CONTINUE? HOW 
PERHAPS WE'D BEST MUCH TIME WE 
CLOSE THIS SESSION GOT LEFT? 
NOW, MR, CAINE 


OKAY, LEMME 
FINISH, OKAY ?. 


2 bon 
DESPITE PRESIDENT ORMAND'S lan -4 
OUTLAWING OF THE TCC CHIP 
THERE WERE, LIKE,., MILLIONS 
A sericea a eae? 
HE CIVIL WAR... 
be 


: EVER GOT RECALLED ‘CALISE, 
Meee | AFTER ALL, THERE WAS A 
Vi WAR GOING ON-- 


FROM NEW YORK.” 


ALL THAT JUNK WILLY WAS 
SALVAGING FROM TOPSIDE WAS 
FULL OF TCC CHIPS--SOME 
USED AND BURNT OLIT BUT 
PLENTY STILL HOLDING THE 
GOLD FILAMENT. 


THE APE-MAN KNEW THIS, OF 
COURSE, BUT HIS PLIRPOSES 
WERE DIFFERENT, MORE 
FAR-REACHING THAN THOSE 
OF DAVA AND THE BAND OF 


THIEVES., g 
ae fa 


MONTHS BEFOR 
ine SCENE THEY 


WHICH MEANT POOL: 
ING THE CHIPS THEY’ 
COLLECTED INTO A 
STOCKPILE OF INCA\ 
CULABLE VALUE TO 
ANY NATION WITH A 
FLINCTIONING TECH- 
NOLOGY, 


THE AUSTRALIAN CONCORDANCE 
FOR WORLD RELIEF IN CANBERRA 
HAD BEEN TRANSMITTING OFFERS 
OF HELP TO ANYONE IN 
EUROPE OR THE STATES WHO 
COLILD RECEIVE THEIR SIGNAL 


OVER SHORT-WAVE RADIO. 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
AND NEW ZEALAND 
HAD ESCAPED DIREC 
MISSILE ATTACK AND 
WERE RELATIVELY 
SAFE FROM FALLOLIT -- 


—— 


} if — 
t 
THE OLD TRAIN STATION HAD JUST SUCH 
A THING, AN ANTIQUE MARCONI USED 
BY THE TRAINMEN IN THE OLD DAY: 
AFTER SOME REQUESTS FOR ~ 
CANNED FOOD AND OIL HEAT- : = = OID THE ALISTRALIAN | 
ING EQUIPMENT THAT, THEY 5 = MILITARY HAVE ANY 
WERE ADVISED, COULD TAKE eS ~ USE FOR THESE 
UP TO A YEAR FOR DELIVERY to CHIPS? THEY ASKED, 
FROM MELBOURNE, b : - = 


THEY TOLD THE ACWR THAT 
THEY’D ACCUMULATED ONE 
THOUSAND SEVEN OPERATIONAL 


ONCE THE AUSsIES THEY COULD'VE DEMANDED AWY 
WS NOTA PRANK PULLED by “ARM T OS MONEY, BUT DANA 
WAS NO’ UL! ANI HERS 
BY OERANGED FALLOUT JUST ONE THING FRON THE PEL RoR eee 
VICTIMS, THEY STRUCK A BUSTROLONG.  CSCACE: BIRDS--IN SHORT THEY WANTED 
DEALT oe ene FROM NeW YORK: TO BE TAKEN TO AUSTRALIA ALONG 
m WITH THEIR HI-TEC HORDE OF 
CHIPS,.,AND TO LIVE THERE IN 
THE SOLITH PACIFIC FOR THE REST 
OF THEIR Lives. 


= 


THAT ALL HAPPENED ABO! 
MONTH BEFORE I CAME 
HE SCENE 


THEY'D BEEN WAITING 
FOR THE AUSSIE GOV- 
ERNMENT TO CONTACT 
THEM ABOUT THE AIR- 
LIFT EVER SINCE-- 


IT WASN'T AS IF THEY HAD 
SOME RULES OR GODDAMNED 
PARTY POLICY OR AN’ 
THING --I MEAN, SHIT 


WHAT WAS ONE GODDAMNED CHIP 
WORTH WHEN THEY HAD HUNDREDS 
OVER A THOUSAND OF ‘EM TO 
TRADE TO THE ALISSIES / 


MEANWHILE W/LLY CONTINUED TO 
BRING MACHINES AND WHATNOT 
FROM THE SURFACE, SO THEY 
CONTINUED PILFERING CHIPS. 
BY THE 
TIME DAVA'D 
MACE THAT 
JUST THAT, 


DAVA FIGURED THEY'D 
AMASSED ABOUT ELEVEN 
HUNDRED BY THE TIME 


BUT THEY BEAT 
HIM NEAR TO DEATH 
JUST FOR THAT 

ONE PISSIN' LITTLE 
CHIP HE LISED..,SO 
I COULD RIDE THE 
TIME BIKE f 


IF TO KNOWN--IF I COULO'VE BUT Wow HE WAS WE T DUNNO, LIKE A ZOMBIE 
HELPED HIM --T'0'VE KILLED OUR TIME LIKE, Y'KNOW... OR SOMETHING. 
THE LOT OF THEM / 


ages BROKE MY HEART JUST 


rT a 
SONS OF ¢ \ i 
BITCHES! | ON 


LOOKING AT HiM-- 


I MEAN, HE WAS A 
BIT SLOW BEFORE 
THE BEATING -— 


THEY MUST'VE 
DAMAGED H/S BRAIN POOR SON 
OR SOMETHING -- OFA BITCH! 


DIVO SEE THE /RONY 60 HE L/VES ANOTHER DAY. T'M NOT FINISHED 
IN ALL THIS? \F HE HAON'T JUST TO GET FLICKED OVER TALKING AND I 
EXPENDED THAT CHIP ON BY HIS PALS FOR LIVING DON'T WANT ANY, 

THE TIME BIKE HE'D BE ANOTHER DAY / VALIUM. 

DEAD. WILLY WOULD'VE Z 
HIM & . Rr 4 
es rEaiee. " D'vou see YiG VALIUM F; 
EACH MORNING, 
WITH FoaD. 


SOME 
BASTARDS Ju/sT 
CAN'T WIN -- 
O'YOL KNOW 


I DON'T WEED 
4 SEDATIVE. 


Ou Z HAVE YOu EVER BEEN _) I HOPE 
AT RECEPTION ON = ips ta KING ABOUT WITHOUT HOPE, DOCTOR Z) TO BEGIN, 
HOPELESSNESS.., SESSION With MY 
NEXT PATIENT /, 


GOOD DAY, t " PLEASE PAY 
MR, CAINE. % Uf AT RECEPTION. 
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LIVING WITHOUT OKAY, OPEN THE DOOR FOR ME, SO MANY TIMES I'VE 
HOPE (6 L/KE _{ TURNEO THAT,.,INNOCU- 
BEING DEAD. 


OUS METAL KNOB..BUT 
J WHEN YourRE THROWING Y= YOU KNOW WHAT--? 
SOMEONE OLIT; YOU FLING Sains 
OPEN THE DOOR AND BARK, 3 
“HIT THE BRICKS /" 


OPEN THE 
DOOR! 


I'VE GOT 
‘CAUSE TO FEEL | 50 MANY TIMES Pe NO (DEA WHAT 
NO PAIN BECOMES PLEASE LEAVE, I'VE ENTERED AND LIES BEVOND 
YOUR ONLY HOPE. me, MISTER CAINE, LEFT THIS OFFICE. A THE DOOR. 


ARE THERE LITTLE PINK WY WHAT 00 THEY 
ALIENS WITH BLILGING WANT WITH ME ?. 
BLACK EVES 
OUT THERE? 


T'VE HAO EWOLIGH I OON'T REMEMBER 
OF THIS! T'N CALLING COMING HERE -- 
SECURITY! 


WHAT HAVE 
YOL/ BEEN DOING 
TO MY MIND? 


WHAT HAPPENS 
ON THE OTHER 
. SIDE, DOCTOR? 


THE GUARDS YOU DION'T TELL ‘EMA = DOCTOR WHAT, IT'S THE NAME- 
ARE COM/ING--YOU WHAT ROOM NUMBER -- WHAT DOCTOR, GAME, boc! 
MUST GO NOW! y D0ETOR WHAT ?. 


YOU LOOK JUST LIKE 

I ~ A LADY IM IN LOVE 

WHAT /s 4 WITH A GAZILLION 
YOUR NAME? 4 YEARS IN THE FUTURE ¢, 


IT HAVE A > > SEND HELP *S_ 
PATIENT OUT WMMEDIATELY ! 


OF CONTROL--! 


TRY TO BE TRY TO CONCEN- 
CALM, HELP TRATE ON OUR 
eg BE HERE MANTRA-- 

00. 


YOU ARE GIVING (NV 
TO YOUR FEARS--YOUW'RE 
LOSING CONTROL f 


EXCEPT THE CK BUT I THINK 
HAIRSTYLE'S ; I'VE FIGURED 
I THAT OUT... 


THERE (S NO 
REALITY! TIME-- fE\ MADE UP TO CONTROL 
f OUR MADNESS / 
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n the eve of a celebrated marriage designed 
oo tT? bring twe great Pantheens to one firmament, 
diplomatic relations among the heavens are 
threatened by three wayward young Gods. 

Prince Neres of All-Werlds is the reluctant 
bridegreem unwilling te divest his freedom te a regal 
wife he has barely met. His newly reacquainted 
cousin, Strangehands, and Princess Adastra -- none 
less than the elder sister of the bride-to-be -- are 
his companions in a final night of adventure. 

The adventure in question is called a Dragen 
Hunt and, as all Gods know, the best place for that 
is out in the far regions of Abraxus known as the 
Dragon Fields. 

So far the pickings are slim, however, as 
the cede ef the Geds ferbids actually hunting 
the beasts down but, rather, ene “sits around on 
your astereids, waiting fer them te turn up,” as 
Adastra almost put it. ay 


Thus, failing the vigorous excitement of Dragen 
Spotting, twe ef the young Gods turn te a more 
presaic pastime -- Comet Counting. But even such 
a playful diversion as this can only be fuel for 
further debate between Strangehands and the 
glorious Princess Adastra -- 
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f\ tep a lush green hill everleeking the majestic 


fA spires of Shahariza stands the bareque litter 
of buildings known collectively as The Ram and the 
Peaceck tavern. It is at this unlikely venue that 
the young prepheft, Aran Ana-Kashan, has come fe 
plead the aid of the ancient werld’s mest fameus 
here, Axus the Great Cer Axus the Qverweight, as 
he is referred te behind his back). Aran’s mission 
is te avert the werldwide inferne that he believes 
is fe come. 

The years have not been kind te Axus since his 


retirement frem the public life ef a freebeeter and 
leader of an army Known as The Red Legions. That 
is net te say he could net help Aran’s cause if the 
bey could just make clear the threat ef apecalypse 
as he sees it in his dreams. 

At first simply tengue-tied, Aran is new 
suspended in a state of sheck following a brutal 
encounter with the Warleck Uta-Prime whe 

claimed that it is he, with the resurrection of the 
beast Ammen-Gra, whe shall bring the werld te 
fiery ruin. 8) 


As these deem clouds of destiny encircle our 
protagonists, nething mere than a fading career, a 
spreading waistline and a visit frem the young buck, 
Strengbew, can stir action in Axus the Great -- 


x : TiS 


mmAND THE CRATES DIRECTLY 
TO THE PEACOCK’S TAVERN. r D MGHUTY MAIL 


: Bh | 70 THEE, AXUS 
Ris ll, THE GREAT / 


= 
AS ASAIL INA 
GALE, I'Lt SAy-- 
AND THEE, GOOD 


TAKING 


THE OL’ 
STEAD.1,Y'KNOW, 


\ ti 


" nf” 
' LY 
— ; = os 
— SQHAPTSK AixX8 s my 
Brey WHAT TALES THEE, NINE AND NINETY-NINE DU/CAR I AM 
MIGHTY Axus 2 ‘Ab, V'KNOW, SAME- PAID FOR MY PROTECTION OF THE KALIE 
/ : els de THERE, AS CAMPAIGNS HE FOR SHAH /, 
| ee) 
- P 
UE Ws , elas 
‘ , { ; SQUEEZE THAT 
=a : ) ' : ONE EXTRA 


Wo : = ; h eS / . QUCAR, EH? 


AAY, TUST 
COULON'T 


we ‘ 
Aa I HAVE SHORT 
RETURNETH FROM THE 
Wa, ARGOS, I MIGHT Say, 


‘AND THE WOMEN OF PANO SO FULLY 


STAMINA 
pas WERE THEY! 


BUT, TELL 
. SS ME, AXUS-- 


WELL, GOTTA 


1. 
WITH THE FULL FORCE 
OF SHAKAD’S OWN FEISILIERS: 
SHALL T RIDE-- ‘ 


‘TIS A FINE 
CAUSE TO F/GHT, 18 


CERTAIN! 


= 


WHAT NOW OF 
L THYSELF 2 


BUT NO MORE 
OF ME, GOOD WELL, RIGHT NOW I 
AXUS-=- GOT A ROYAL ITCH 
CRAWLING WAY UP 
THE CRACK OF MY 


ASS, STRONGBOW-- 


HOW BE THY 
A LADY FAIR? 


Wy UA, WE'RE ON THE OUTS 
RIGHT NOW, SHE ,, WELL, 
ITZA LONG STORY. 


OFF SOON AM IT TO ALLY 
WITH THE NOBLE KING OF 
SHAKAD--T00 OFTEN HAVE 
THE NORTHERN SAVAGES 


3 BROKE THEIR TREATY 
Pe win HIS HIGHNESS-- 


SINCE MY TEN-MONTH SOJOURN 
WITH THE CRIMSON QUARTER- 
STAVES OF ARKOR-- 


‘Avy, Y’GOTTA 60 WHERE 
THE MONEY 1S, EH? 


NI LATER THEN SHALT WE 


CABARET THIS EVE / 


a 


BLOODY y 
MOUTHMANSHIP } 


MORE LIKE IT, 


LOOK, DOWN KNOW THAT, BUT 


Git 
TVE JUST NEVER SEEN 
HIM IN PERSON. T'VE HEARD THAT HE 
EME RES, 
A FIERY MONSTER. 


OF COURSE, 
THAT WAS LONG 


Se aA 


cra 
(ma 
, 


By witty 'T'S SAD, 
YA ISN'T IT, 


THERE'S ABOUT 

FIVE HLINDRED 
HOTELS ALL | 
OVER TOWN-- 


JUSTA PISS 
ME OFF, THAT'S 
ways 


7 wy OuzzaT Jaw 
TUTTIN' STUD HAFTA 
ALWAYS STAY IN 
MY TAVERN ? 


AND WHEN I WA: 


was iS 
AGEO BUT TEN YEARS 
\Y FATHER, JARAD, 
BUILT AN ASTROLATHE 
OF GLASS AND WOOD, 


({ €EZA BREN, ‘ce - 
\ GAWNA POOPY. JE 


GETCHA GEAR Z ROUND UP THE 


‘ --A Fi TOGETHER, PAL-- . OTHERS--I'LL 
BLACTAR.Y STS Ig It NOT? T. WANNA SHAKE MEETCHA AT THE 
OOWN THE KALIF 4 STABLES / 
TONIGHT, 


BUT WE HAD 


é 


q é 
LET'S GET \ 
bh SOME ACTION! 


YEEK, \WE YOU'VE BEEN NEAR 
GOTTA TA THE ID AGAIN. 


" 


OUTTA THE 
HOW 
TONIGHT! 


YOU HAVE BEEN YOU KNOW PERFECTLY WELL, 
TALKING WITH = AXUS! THIS IS WHAT HAP- 
STRONGBOW, PENED THE LAST TIME 
HAVEN'T YOU? y, HE WAS HERE / 


A L 
STRONGBOW-- 
HE'S BACK? HOW 

4S THAT YOUNG 
FELLA? 


NOT TO MENTION ‘Ga. “AND VANDAL 
BRAK THE BOLD- JI THE VINDICATOR! 


I'M NOT THREATENED BY YOU ARE SCHEDLILED 
ANYONE OR Teil TO HAVE FLIN BEGIN- 
NING AT EIGHT PAA--— * AND YOU FEEL THE NEED TO PROVE 
YOURSELF ALL OVER AGAIN! 


YOU PROVED 
YOURSELF BEFORE 


je 


700 


THIS SORT OF THING £ 


11, GUYS 
ARE WAITING AT THE 
STABLES FOR ME. / 


BUT WHAT ABOUT 
THE SHOW 27 


(T'S YOU THEY 
TRY TO EMULATE-- . 
BUT THEY'RE NOT S . 
mh EVEN NEAR id T'LL MAKE IT 
YOUR MEASURE / hi fn, UP TO YA, YEEK! 


11 THAT MAN /NFURIATES ME!) 
jar Sy £ 


GD) 
SEEM TO BE 
pes 2 


Yo 
¥ MABY T SHARE A 


CONFIDENCE NIT 
YOU, KINO LADY 7. 


MY FATHER BUILT © 
AN ASTROLATHE OF 


BARRY WINDS°R-SMITH 
ALEX BIALY 

JON KPSTAR 

TM VINCENT 
HARRIS M. MILLER Il 


WINDSOR- 


CREATIVE MALSTR? 

PR@DUCTIPN AND ADMINISTRATION 
LETTERING AND C9PY EDITING 
COLORING 


CARY GRAZZINI 
DIANA SCAUTZ 


Tr VARAVSXMAN # CHAPTSR & 


REPRESENTATION 


PRODUCTION LIAISPN FOR DARK APRSE 
EDITORIAL LIAISCN FOR DARK HORSE 


» SRY AND ART— BARRY WINDSER:SMIT 
CIR BWS WATH TOM VINCENT 
 LETTERNG ON ESTAR 
“a 

PYOVNG GOV = CHAPTXR S 
~ STORY AND ART — BARRY WINDSOR-SMIT 


Se GODS 

Two back-to-back chapters, 
It's “Take 2” of this month's 
Chapter 5; plus, in Chapter 7, 
the spurned and befuddled 


(919K BWS Strangehands takes flight 
c =_—S th thest h 

LETEANG PeNKESTAR Rigel cde Savi seen 

“ to get off the ground! 

g CHAPTER 4 HABE Eger ms oie 
© STPRY AND ART— BARRY WINDSOR-SMITE 
me CLR BWS WITH TOM VINCENT 
» LETTERING ——— PON K9STAR 


THE PARA 
hVY = IAW Ee Wl 
AU! JOE OlP—= ZYAil 
TWD... Al TRISTAN CAINE 
VA SYA. UPAY Il 
el 


DOXMAN 


WE ENCOURAGE YOU T? WRITE YOUR COMMENTS T9: 


Axus and his companions 
are about to get into more 
trouble than they had 
imagined, as they attempt 
a bit of freebooting at the 
palace of Kalif-Anuk! 
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